23rd August 2004

Press Release

From: The League of Friends of Chipping Norton and District War Memorial Hospital   

Re: Consultation on the Future of Chipping Norton and District War Memorial Hospital   

Background

In order to establish the feelings of people in Chipping Norton and the surrounding villages regarding the Cherwell Vale Primary Care Trust proposals for the Chipping Norton and District War Memorial Hospital, the League of Friends circulated a questionnaire. 4000 questionnaires were distributed and almost 2000 replies were received from across the whole district. 

Headline results 

· The results show an over whelming rejection of the PCT’s plans. 

· It is evident from the responses received that the consultation process is failing to get its message across.

· Respondents want a 24/7 Minor Injuries Unit

· Respondents want an X-ray service operating 5 days per week.

· People feel that the present 18 beds should be maintained.

· All of the proceeds generated from any future sale of the hospital site should be invested locally.

· Maternity services must be secured.

PCT proposals

We asked if the PCT’s proposals would meet people’s future healthcare needs and if the PCT plans would ‘improve healthcare provision in Chipping Norton and District’.

Of those who answered almost 80% and 90% respectively rejected the PCT proposals.

Almost a third did not answer the questions with most often stating ‘Do not know what the PCT is, ‘Haven’t seen the consultation document’ and ‘Found the document confusing’.  

(League of Friends Comment: These quotes are significant given the importance of the whole Consultation process. The first public meeting attracted over 400 residents and the second meeting is expected to attract even more. Because of this, the venue for the second meeting has been changed by the PCT but seemingly without advertising the fact. The revised venue is St.Mary’s Church, Chipping Norton and the meeting is on Wednesday September 1st at 7pm.)

Minor Injuries Unit and X-Ray

On the subject of whether Chipping Norton Hospital needs a Minor Injuries Unit (MIU) and an X-Ray facility the response for both was an almost 100% yes vote. Reasons quoted were the travelling time and distance to other units, increased traffic  and further burden upon our already stretched Ambulance services.

· Almost two thirds of respondents believe MIU should be open 24hours a day

· Around a third are prepared to accept the current 8am to 9pm MIU service

· more than half thought that X-Ray should be open 5 days per week

· just over one third are prepared to accept the current 3 day service

People are concerned that without a local X-Ray service some of the current Consultant outpatient clinics will no longer be held at Chipping Norton, again resulting in further travel to Oxford or Banbury.

Number of Beds

80% of respondents wish to see the present 18 bed capacity maintained, contrary to the PCT’s proposal for a reduction to 12 beds. Respondents commented on the excellent care received at Chipping Norton and that the 18 bed capacity should be used to relieve pressure in the larger acute hospitals. They also said they wanted a bed capacity capable of meeting the future needs of a growing elderly population. 

Capital reinvestment

When it came to the re-investment of capital realised through any sale of the existing Hospital site, over 95% of respondents felt that all such monies must be reinvested into a new Chipping Norton Hospital. 

(League of Friends comment:  The PCT told the July 5th meeting that the Thames Valley Strategic Health Authority could re-invest more than £1,000,000 if they could make a sufficiently strong case to demonstrate a local need).

Location of any new Building

· 40% wish to see any new hospital built as close to the existing site as possible

· about one third would accept a site anywhere in the town or the outskirts of the town

There is some evidence from the questionnaire that people from the villages are more likely to accept a site on the outskirts of the town than residents of Chipping Norton town. 
Maternity

· 94% wish to see maternity services retained

· many cite it as a centre of excellence and award winning for work on breast-feeding

Whilst the Maternity Unit is actually run by Oxford Radcliffe Hospitals NHS Trust (ORHT), the PCT have the funds and responsibility to commission the service. To date the ORHT have given no guarantee concerning the future of the Maternity Unit and the League of Friends wish to see the PCT do more to secure the long term future of this valuable service.

Summary Conclusions 

1. The questionnaire has sparked a large scale debate and increased the level of awareness in Chipping Norton and the surrounding villages.

2. The results show a huge rejection of the PCT’s proposals. People are not prepared to accept any reduction in the Hospital’s services. 

3. If the Hospital is ever sold people want 100% of the monies raised re-invested into a new Hospital with all the existing services maintained or enhanced.

4. Local people have little knowledge or understanding of the workings of the PCT.  The consultation process has not been effective in communicating the PCT’s plans and has provoked a significant rejection of their plans.
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